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victories over Russia. The dictatorship was to be continued during the War without calling Parliament, and the new constitution would be introduced by a coup d'etat, without any Slav participation in its framing. The alliance with Germany, or " Mitteleuropa ", as the current slogan put it, was to be extended by law into a permanent custons and military union. Galicia and Dalmatia, as autonomous units., were to be separated from Austria., which would thus be left with a German majority ; German was to be the official language used in Parliament, in the administration, and in all secondary schools. National Counties with self-government were to be introduced in all Provinces with a Slav majority and a German minority (especially in Bohemia), but not in those Provinces where such a measure might mean conceding self-government to the Slavs. The most radical Pan-Germans, especially the Sudeten-German bourgeois parties, went even further : in a programme dated Easter 1916, they demanded a number of additional measures of German-isation, including the obligatory introduction of German in all the elementary schools of the Monarchy, and a German monopoly in higher education.1 The Stiirck regime showed obvious sympathy with the purely oppressive part of the Pan-German programme, although its attitude to any kind of definitive settlement was rather cautious. But the dependence of Austrian absolutism on German influence exerted through Magyar channels brought about its downfall.
Sturck's readiness to grant the Magyars all the concessions they desired at Austria's expense, when the customs union required renewed confirmation,2 resulted in a protest by nearly all the Austrian political groups against the enactment of the new Austro-Hungarian settlement by <c emergency decree", and in the call for a session of Parliament. When Sturck resisted by the usual methods of a bureaucratic dictatorship, a political crisis arose, during which he was shot by Friedrich Adler, the leader of the left-wing opposition within the Socialist party. After a short liberal interlude under Korber,3 whom Francis Joseph had recalled, Charles succeeded to the throne. Following the political testament of Francis Ferdinand and in accordance with Hungarian demands, he nominated an aristocratic-reactionary government, under Clam-Martinitz, in which German nationalists, Poles and Catholics were allowed to'participate. Clam, in accordance with the conditions of his nomination^
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